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On the Trapline by David A. Robertson 
Illustrated by Julie Flett

Synopsis:

Where to purchase:
Strong Nation

Why We love It 

This story celebrates intergenerational
relationships and provides a meaningful
glimpse into traditions, history and
relationship to the land. Julie Flett’s
stunning illustrations bring the narrative
to life, making it both engaging and
visually captivating. It’s a powerful
resource for fostering conversations
about identity, belonging, and the
importance of preserving one’s heritage
in a way that is accessible to children.

Metis Connections

Forest Magic by Sarah Grindler beautifully reflects
the deep connection between Métis culture and
the natural world. The book’s themes of wonder,
respect for the land, and the interwoven
relationships of all living things align with Métis
values of land-based learning and traditional
knowledge. By exploring nature’s magic,
educators can inspire children to develop a sense
of belonging, stewardship, and appreciation for
the land—just as Métis communities have for
generations.

This is a heartfelt story that beautifully captures the
bond between a young boy and his grandfather as
they journey to a trapline where the grandfather
spent his childhood. The book reflects on family,
memory and the deep connection to the land. 

https://www.strongnations.com/store/9131/on-the-trapline


For each book we cover, you can join
us and chat about it in the MNO
Education Hub’s “ELCC Professionals”
discussion area! See you there!
Don’t have the app? Download
 it by scanning the QR code.

Let’s Chat About the Book!

Connection to "How Does Learning Happen?" Ontario's 
Pedagogy for the Early Years 

Well-Being: Time spent in nature and engaging in hands-on activities supports both physical
and emotional well-being.
Engagement: Sensory play and outdoor exploration spark curiosity and sustained focus as
children interact with the story and their environment.
Expression: Retelling the story and incorporating their own experiences allow children to
communicate their thoughts, feelings, and ideas through play.

Additional Resources and Links
Here is a read-aloud of On the Trapline by
David A. Robertson, illustrated by Julie Flett.
The story begins at 7:30 and ends at 16:45
in the video.

On the TVOkids website, there's an
interview with David A. Robertson where he
shares the inspiration behind On the
Trapline.

Book Launch | On the Trapline by David
A. Robertson & Julie Flett | Indigenous

Picture Books

On the Trapline | That TVOKids Show |
National Indigenous History Month |

TVOKids.com 

Storytime Outdoors

Storytime doesn’t have to be confined to
indoor spaces. Bring the book outdoors and
listen to the story together. If you're near a
forest, river, or pond, give the children time to
explore their surroundings. Encourage them to
notice the space they're in, fostering curiosity
and sparking meaningful conversations. This
simple activity helps children build a
connection to and respect for the land,
nurturing a sense of wonder and belonging.
Allowing them to play with natures loose parts:
rocks, twigs, logs, leaves and safe items they
find on the ground. 

Sensory Play

The book features children swimming, people
fishing from boats, and animals in the water—
perfect inspiration for a water-based sensory
play experience! Create a water play area with
rocks, twigs, toy boats, plastic fish, and animal
figurines. Encourage children to engage with
the materials as they retell the story or bring in
their own lived experiences. This type of play
deepens their understanding of the story while
promoting creativity and self-expression.

https://linktr.ee/mnoeducationhub
https://linktr.ee/mnoeducationhub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lx66HCAMs8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lx66HCAMs8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lx66HCAMs8g
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/videos/national-indigenous-history-month/trapline-tvokids-show
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/videos/national-indigenous-history-month/trapline-tvokids-show
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/videos/national-indigenous-history-month/trapline-tvokids-show
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/videos/national-indigenous-history-month/trapline-tvokids-show

